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be humane and courteous, an enemy to all brutality and cruelty,
zealous to promote the honour of his King and country. He
must abstain from cursing, swearing, and intemperance, and
he must carefully observe the Sabbath. The society was ex-
clusively Protestant, and it was based upon the idea of Protes-
tant ascendency, but it was intended also to be actively loyal,
and to combat the forces of atheism and anarchy. Like the
Freemasons, the Orangemen had secret signs and pass-words,
but the only object of these was to prevent traitors from mix-
ing with them in order to betray them, and also to recom-
mend each Orangeman to the attention and kindness of his
brethren.1

clf the Government is resolved,5 wrote Knox, cto resist
Catholic emancipation, the measure of adding strength to the
Orange party will be of the greatest use. But they are bigots,
and will resist Catholic emancipation.5 ' The Orangemen,' he
says in another letter, c were originally a bigoted set of men,
who were ready to destroy the Roman Catholics. They now
form a political party, and are the only barrier we have against
the United Irishmen, I do not by any means wish the Govern-
ment should give them an avowed protection, as it might do
mischief in the South, but that protection may be given silently,
by permission to enroll themselves in the district corps, and by
having it generally understood that their meetings (a sort of
freemasonry) shall not be disturbed as long as the Orangemen
refrain from outrage.' 2

This policy appears to have been in fact pursued, and two
considerable bodies of avowed Orangemen, raised by Mr. Verner
and Mr. Atkinson, were, with the consent of the Lord Lieutenant,
now incorporated into the yeomanry.3 At the same time Knox
strongly maintained that Ulster could only be reduced to peace
by the most extreme measures, and that an additional force of
eight or ten thousand English troops was required for its
security. The first step, he urged, was the proclamation of
martial law. Pelham answered that this had already in effect
been done, for General Lake had been furnished with all the
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